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SOME DRAGONFLIES OF NORTHWEST IOWA 
WILBUR C. Y:ttAGER 
The summer of 193 l was very dry in Northwest Iowa and many 
of. the bayous or ox-bow lakes along the Missouri River became 
very shallow. Thi~ condition was. favorable to the dragonfly and 
millions of them hovered over the stagnant water. One could not 
walk along the receding shores and escape being struck by the 
flying insects. The author decided to collect them and classify 
them to determine how many might be found in this region. Col-
. lection was begun on May 16 anl continued until September 28 
when most of the flies ~ere gone. Thirteen species were found rep-
resenting nine genera. Sources of material for identification were: 
l. Needham,]. G. and Heywood, Horte.nse B.: A Handbook 6£ the Dragon-
flies of North America. 
2. Essig, E. 0. Insects of Western North America. 
3. Lutz, Frank E. Fieldb.ook of Insects. 
The family, Aeschnidae, was represented by only one species. 
The Libellulidae were more numerous with nine species and the 
damselflies or Zygoptera were represented by. three. 
Anax junius Drury, the Green Da'rner, is one of our most com-
mon dragonflies and is easily distinguished even in flight from all 
other northern species by its big green body. These flies are strong 
fliers and are found far from ponds. They go buzzing along on 
their way like miniature bombing planes in the insect wotld. Well 
might the smaller insect people fear bim too for he has a voracious 
appetite and tackles any likely prey very swiftly. This insect has 
the marks of the Aeschnidae namely, the triangles in fore and hind 
wings are about equally distant from the arculus and similarly 
shaped. 
The family, Libellulidae, differs from the Aeschnidac in that the 
triangles ·in the fore and hind wings are elongated in different 
directions; that of the fore wings crosswi.se and that of the. hind 
wing .lengthwise of the wing: This family is more highly colored 
and the older iii.sects often become covered .with a .hoary white 
powder. The sub-family, Libellulinae, had the most representatives 
in our region. 
Libellula pulchella Drury, commonly called the Tenspot is a 
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large, strong-flying species often found far from its native haunts. 
Several were taken in the author's back yard while they were 
hovering over the fish pond. 
Libellula !uct.uosa Burmeister, commonly called the Widow be-
cause of the deep mourning on her wings, was collected at Brown's 
·Lake and also at Crystal Lane in Nebraska. This species was hard 
· to capture being very wary and quick in eluding the net. It has 
large black bands covering the basal half of both wings. Needham • 
says they are easy to capture but these in Iowa were not. 
Plathemis lydia Drury or the vVhite Tail was rather rare in our 
region. All summer long I tried to catch this wary fellow. He 
would perch himself upon whitened bits of wood, alkali, etc., but 
upon the slightest provocation would flit off into the woods or far 
out over the water. This use of white perches shows an adaptation 
of protective coloring since the abdomen of this species is very 
white. The wings have a blackish brown band covering about the 
middle third of each and when at rest the insect resembles a helio-
copter with its four blades poised for flight. At last late in August 
I caught a single specimen. About a week later I was visiting in 
Kansas and saw hundred of them flitting up and down the ravines. 
It is barely possible that we are near the northern limit of its range. 
Synipetrum corruptuni Hagen and S. madiduni Hagen, com-
monly called Topers, were present all season. They have clear 
wings with red veins and the body has a brownish red' appearance. 
Tlie 1,11ale and female were often seen flying in tandem and some 
were captured while flying this way. 
Afesotheniis simplicicollis Say, known as the Green Jacket to 
the layman, also has clear wings but the expanse is greater and the 
body is green instead of red as in the Toper. -As the insect grows 
_older the body becomes blue and pruinose. 
Traniea lacerata. Hagen and T. onusta Hagen, called the Raggedy 
Skimmers are large brownish red creatures with fore wings clear 
and hind wings basally covered with a ragged reddish brown patch. 
T. onusfa has a larger clear space in the brown basal area than has 
T. lacerata. 
Celithemis eponina Drury, the Eponina Skimmer, has amber col-
ored wings with brown spots and bands to distinguish it. This fly 
was usually found resting on the .brown bloom of the sedges and 
not seen over the water. Its flight resembles the flutter of the but-
terfly. 
The damselflies, Zygotera, are not dragonflies but they are us-
1 Ibid. 
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ually included in the same study. This order was represented in the 
collection by three species. These insects carry their wings folded 
over their backs when resting while the dragonflies carry theirs· 
outspread. The wing structure is different in that the bases are 
very narrow in the damselflies and wide in the dragonflies. 
Enallagma recurvatum Davis is the scientific cognomen given fo 
those dainty blue damselflies which we know as the Bluets. These 
lazy little flies spend most of their time in the grasses along the 
shores-and as many as a dozen at a time may be caught with a 
single stroke of the net. 
Two other species, Enallagnia hageni Walsh, a small grayish-
blue type, and N eha.tennia irene Hagen, a greenish gray fly, were 
collected but not photographed. These were not so common as the 
Bluets and were much smaller. 
Sroux C1Tv, low A. 
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Fig. I. Anax junius. Fig. 2. Libellula pulchella. Fig. 3. S ympetrum corruptum. Fig. 
4. Libellula luctuosa ( male) . Fig. 5. Libellula luctuosa (fema le) . Fig. 6. Libellula luctuosa 
(old female). Fig. 7. Mesothemis sim.plicicolli s. F ig. 8. Tramea lacerata. Fig. 9. Tramea 
onusta. Fig. I 0. Celithemis eponina. Fig. 11. Enallagma recurvatum 
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